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Recently at Edna G. Olds…
Headteacher Message
Dear Parents/Carers,

Staff and pupils have had a wonderful half term. 
Everyone has worked extremely hard and we are 
very proud of our progress and all of our pupils’ 
achievements.

On Friday 24th January, children across the school 
celebrated Chinese New Year. Pupils explored the 
Chinese Zodiac and noted why this year is the 
year of the rat as well as further exploring how 
Chinese New Year is celebrated in China itself. 
Pupils also considered different types of Chinese 
food and then enjoyed a delicious Chinese school 
dinner prepared by our catering team. 

On 27th January, our children took part in a 
special memorable learning day in conjunction 
with Australia’s National Day. They celebrated 
Australian heritage and held a bring and buy and 
cake sale to raise funds for the devastation appeal 
in relation to the Australian bush fires. We raised 
an amazing £103. Thank you to everyone who 
contributed. We do hope you enjoyed receiving 
our special Australia learning booklet, enabling 
you to read up about the variety of learning 
opportunities that took place on the day.

Thank you to those parents who attended our 
Cultural Arts Enterprise Exhibition this week. It 
was wonderful to see so many families there. The 
children very much enjoyed sharing their learning 
with visitors and promoting sales for their 
homemade merchandise. I can see that we have 
many budding entrepreneurs within our school!

Please note, parents are invited to join us for a 
special coffee morning on Friday 6th March 2020. 
We wish to explore our curriculum overview so 
that our parents can share their expertise and 
knowledge. We are eager to work with parents to 
identify where their knowledge in specialist 
subject areas could be utilised within our 
curriculum framework. 
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Year 5 STEM Day

On Monday 27th January, Year 5 visited the Belgrave 
Rooms to participate in a S.T.E.M (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) event. As part of the event, we 
participated in a variety of different activities linked to 
S.T.E.M such as making and designing wind turbines, 
finding out about science and sport, trying out different 
sports technology and using batteries to problem solve 
with electric model cars. My favourite activity was 
making a wind turbine. We had to use paper to find the 
most efficient shape of blades to add to the turbines. 
After that, we tested them and measured how much 
energy each turbine produced. I worked with a group 
of other children from L.E.A.D schools and it was fun to 
make new friends.

By Fatima

Year 2 Discovery Day

On 14th January, Year 2 visited Nottingham University 
to take part in a Discovery Day. They had a tour of the 
campus and learnt from current students what it’s like 
to study at university. They discussed subjects they 
might like to study through further education and even 
thought about which societies they might like to join. 
They were also fascinated by the rooms inside the old 
buildings and used photos of the campus to prompt art 
work back at school.

Extended Learning Club presentation to 
Nottingham High School

We had the privilege of planning and delivering a short 
presentation to Nottingham High School. We talked 
about how amazing Edna G. Olds Academy is and gave 
them an insight into a typical day. 

We talked about film week and showed year 4’s film –
they loved it!

We look forward to hosting them again next year.  



I would like to wish you a restful half term holiday 
and we look forward to welcoming you back into 
school on Tuesday 25th February. 

Please remember Monday 24th February is an 
inset day. 

Thank you for your continued support

Mrs Pemberton
Headteacher

v

Y5 Holocaust visit

On Thursday 13th February, Year 5 visited the National 
Holocaust Centre as part of their topic on World War II. 
It was an informative and moving day. The day started 
with the children watching a recording of a Holocaust 
survivor telling his story. He had lived in Germany but 
found safety in Britain through the Kindertransport and 
unlike many children like him, his parents joined him a 
few months later. Finding out about the events leading 
up to the Holocaust was also particularly interesting. 
The children learnt how anti-Jewish messages were 
spread through the community and that children 
suddenly stopped playing with Jewish friends because 
they were forbidden to. Particularly shocking was the 
replica of a street after Kristallnacht which was when 
Jewish shops and businesses were attacked and their 
windows were smashed. Year 5 enjoyed this trip and 
left feeling moved by what they had discovered.

This week in Early Years

In reception this week we have enjoyed our transient 
art work. We have been weaving ribbon and straws and 
collecting natural resources such as fresh herbs to 
thread on our hanging decorations. They smell 
beautiful! We have been using stones to make our own 
journeys and are developing our map reading skills in 
preparation for our trip to the farm after half term. 

In nursery this week we have been developing our 
small physical skills as we have been threading pasta 
shapes on to string and helping the grown ups to peg 
out the washing.

Mathletics Achievements
Each week in assembly we celebrate the top 
three scoring classes in Mathletics. Children who 
have achieved silver or gold certificates also 
receive these.

The scores for the classes last week are as 
follows:

1st place Year 2 92,103 points
2nd place Year 4 35,666 points
3rd place Year 6 34,833 points
4th place Year 5 29,566 points
5th place Year 3 26,063 points
6th place Year 1 1,235 points

Well done to Alma (Y1), David (Y3), James (Y4) 
and Efrata (Y6) who have received silver 
certificates.

Earning points:
Curriculum activities 1 correct answer = 10 points
Are you ready? 1 correct answer = 20 points
Topic tests 1 correct answer = 20 points
Live Mathletics 1 correct answer = 1 point (bonus 
level = 2 points)

Earning certificates:
Bronze certificate = 1000 points earned in one 
week
Silver certificate= 5 Bronze certificates
Gold certificate= 4 Silver certificates

As a school we are aiming for the magic 1 million 
points in a week. 

Let’s see if we can do it!



Headteacher’s Award

Nursery Imram – For making a brilliant moving dragon at the creative table with his friends. Imran is also working really 
hard to hold his pen correctly when attempting to write his name.

Inaaya - For exploring and having fun in the creative area. Inaaya painted a beautiful fairy and had a great go at 
writing her name on her painting.

Reception Zion – For motivation with his learning. Zion has worked particularly hard in our maths group time. 

Aizah – For motivation with her learning in the classroom, and gaining confidence in speaking to her teachers.  

Y1 Tala - For making links with her previous learning when wondering which African animals were mammals. 

Eshan – For gaining confidence when answering questions in class and working independently. 

Y2 Samuel – For responding to feedback and having a much improved attitude to learning

Hana – For always being polite and respectful to others. 

Y3 Jannat – For excellent motivation, designing a paper weight using the techniques of Van Gogh.

Muneb - For showing resilience when he found painting his paper weight in the style of Van Gogh difficult. 

Y4 Natnaiel – For great team work and outstanding leadership during netball. 

Saliha – For her superb effort in both English and maths, and motivating herself at home as well as at school. 

Y5 Lily – For her enthusiasm and contributions during our visit to the Holocaust Centre.

Aayan – For his confidence during our visit to the Holocaust Centre. His contributions were very much 
appreciated. 

Y6 Ranveer – For being an excellent role model during his time at Edna G. Olds Academy. 

Yasmen – For her excellent effort and results in her practice papers.

Maths Challenge

Can you join all 9 dots with 4 straight lines without 
taking your pencil off the paper? (You can’t go over 

any line twice).

Swimming
Each year school invests in sending every child from 
reception to year 6 to swimming lessons. As 
swimming is part of the National Curriculum, it is a 
mandatory school activity. Therefore, it is essential 
that all children participate in all swimming lessons. 
Children relish their time learning to swim with 
their peers. It is wonderful to hear the feedback 
from the children across the school:

‘I like swimming on my back. The best part of is 
jumping in at the end!’ Mahmoud – Y1

‘I used to be scared now I love swimming!’ Joury – Y1

‘I like to swim and go under the water’ Morris - Rec

Attendance Figures
This week we have achieved 97.1% as a whole 
school.
Reception – 94.1% Year 4 – 97.9%
Year 1 – 95.4% Year 5 – 98.3%
Year 2 – 98.8% Year 6 – 97.1%
Year 3 – 95.8%

At Edna G. Olds Academy we are committed to 
helping all pupils to achieve their full potential. 
Good attendance is a key factor in raising pupils’ 
attainment and supporting their personal 
development. Whilst it is appreciated that 
children are ill from time to time, please think 
carefully before allowing your child to be absent 
from school. It is expected that no children will 
take unauthorised holiday within term time. 
The chart below provides an indication of how 
just a few days absence can significantly impact a 
child’s overall attendance percentage and impede 
their learning.

 

Description Attendance 
Whole days 
lost Lost hours of learning 

Excellent 100 - 99% 0 - 2 0 - 10 

Good 98 - 96% 4 -7.5  20 - 37.5 

Requires 
improvement 95 - 91% 9.5 - 17 47.5 – 85 

Persistant 
Absentee 90 - 86% 19 - 27 95 – 135  

Critical 85 - 80% 28.5 - 38 
 
142.5 - 190 

 


