
 

 Australia Day 
 
A heartfelt thank you to all parents for your kind and generous donations for our 
Australian bring and buy and cake sales to raise money for the  bush fire appeal.  A 
big thank you to Mrs Elliott for all of her hardwork in organising these sales.   
 
I am delighted to announce we have raised £135.40. 
 
Thank you so much to all the parents who joined their children to celebrate the 
exhibition of the Australian theme day work. Please find attached an overview of 
some of the work covered in each year group.  
 
Thank you once again for your kindness and generosity, 
 
Mrs Pemberton 
 
 

 
 



 

Nursery 
Our Learning of Australia 

 

We had the opportunity to learn about the Great 
Barrier Reef. We introduced the topic to the 
children which we followed up discussions before 
introducing a book about the Great Barrier Reef. 
The focus was then moved to the water tray 
where we made our very own Great Barrier Reef 
and talked about all the living things that live 
there. Through this discussion, we recalled  
previous learning about the book 'The Rainbow 
Fish' and we made links between the characters 
from the story (octopus, small fish and starfish) 
and how they are similar and different to the 
creatures we might find in the Great Barrier Reef. 
We also had a go at creating our own fish and sea 
creatures using different media and textures such 
as tissue paper, sequins, felt tips, and other 
creative resources. We talked about texture, 
colour and pattern.  
  
  

  

We were able to highlight what has been 
happening all over Australia regarding the bush 
fires and how this makes us feel. We looked at 
some Australian animals that may live in the bush 
and how important it is for us to help other people 
and animals all over the world.  
  

Quotes from the children- 
 
"It's like Rainbow Fish have got shiny scales!”  
Yamen 
 
"Do sharks live in the Great Barrier Reef, Miss 
Owen?”  Leen 
 
"The people; their homes have gone“, (when asked 
'How does he think the people are feeling?’ Mazin 
signed the 'sad' makaton sign that we use in 
Nursery and told Miss Owen, "They be sad.”  

 
 



 

Reception 
Our Learning of Australia 

 

In reception we investigated the theme of 'The 
Great Barrier Reef' for our Australia day.  
The children explored where Australia is in relation 
to where we live. We looked at this country on a 
map and a globe.  
 
Looking at the sea all around Australia, we 
explored what lives beneath the sea’s surface. We 
then made our own 'Great Barrier Reef' using a 
variety of art materials and moulded coral using 
clay.  
 
 
  
  

  
  

 
 

We talked about the bush fires in 
Australia and how this could impact the 
seas. The children thought that the sea 
might be able to put the water out but it 
needed more help from people.  
  

The children made links to their previous 
learning with our story from the Autumn 1 
book 'The Rainbow Fish’  



 

Reception 
Our Learning of Australia 

  
  

 
 



 

Class 2 
Our Learning of Australia 

 
 

“I learnt that lots of animals 

have died in the bushfires and 

people have been stranded. It 

has been caused by global 

warming.”  Kya-Rose 

“I found out that every time an 

aeroplane goes once around the 

world, it takes a tree 455 years to get 

rid of all the pollution caused.”  Isaac 



 

Class 3 
Our Learning of Australia 

 

“Australia is the sixth largest country and it can 
take up to 23 hours to get there from the UK on an 
aeroplane.  If we went to Australia on a boat from 
the UK, it would be more eco-friendly because it 
wouldn’t release much gas and CO2 and it would 
help the bush fires decrease”.  David 
  
  

  

“We can help save the world by not using 
aeroplanes and cars and trucks as much and help 
Australia with their bushfires.  Australia has 
different wildlife to the UK for example, 
kangaroos, koalas and platypuses.”  Cristiana 
  

“If we keep using too many non eco-friendly 
transport, we will make Australia even more hot 
because of global warming and therefore more 
bushfires will happen and the animals will lose 
their homes and lives.”  Mohamed Ahmad 
 

 
 



 

Class 3 
Our Learning of Australia 

 
 



 

Class 4 
Our Learning of Australia 

 

"We used charcoals to link 
to the burnt trees for one 
side, and bright colours for 
the other in order to show 
the difference between 
now and what the future 
could be.“ Aimee 

  
  
  

 
 

"I think the pictures we have created 
can be taken in two ways. The 
present and the future if we change, 
or the past and the future if we 
don’t.” Saliha 



 

Class 5 
Our Learning of Australia 

 
“I think the Government of 
Australia should learn from the 
Aboriginals. Their ancient 
knowledge of the Australian 
bush could help to prevent more 
fires.” Lubna 

  
  
  

 
 

“The Government of Australia may 
not using the Aboriginal knowledge 
and methods to help prevent bush 
fires. Making fire breaks and 
cultural burning could be a way to 
prevent the fires from spreading.” 
Ibraheem 

“The knowledge of the Aboriginals 

could help to save Australia. I would 

like Scott Morrison to listen to them 

and respect their opinions and ideas. 

They know the land better than 

anybody but they are treated as if 

their thoughts don’t matter.” 

Annabelle 



 

Class 6 
Our Learning of Australia 

 
Our learning of Australia can be 
linked with our previous learning, in 
other year groups, by creating 
abstract connections. 
  
In year 5, we looked at the topic of 
'Space' and our learning of space 
helped us develop a deeper 
understanding of Australia's climate 
and weather, explaining why when 
it's our winter, it's their summer. 
 
“Their seasons are the opposite to 
ours due to how the earth tilts on 
it's axis”. Ranveer 

  
  
  
  

 
 

In year 2, we looked at the Great 
Fire of London, which can be linked 
with our learning about the 
Australian bush fires, as it taught 
us about how fire starts and “how 
quickly it can spread when 
surrounded by combustible 
materials”. Efrata 

  
In our English lessons, in year 5, we read the 
book 'Where the Forest Meets the Sea', which is 
set in the Daintree rain forest, Australia. 
“In the book - like with the bush fires- 
deforestation was happening. However, this 
was due to humans cutting them down and 
replacing the tree with buildings or using them 
for palm oil. The bush fire; however, is linked to 
the rising climate in Australia”  Hammad 



 

 For further information on our 
topic please visit 

 
 

https://dreamtime.net.au/ 
 
https://live.firstnews.co.uk/ 
 
The children have been exploring these books and 
resources during their Australian learning. 

 
 

https://dreamtime.net.au/
https://live.firstnews.co.uk/

