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Newsletter
Headteachers Update
Lead, empower, achieve and drive are the four key 
principles underpinning our organisation. Within our 
curriculum learning provision, there are numerous 
opportunities for pupils to understand and develop 
these core principles.

At Edna G. Olds Academy, it is our ambition to provide 
the finest culture and ethos for learning so that pupils 
develop a wide range of leadership attributes and feel 
empowered to achieve their dreams.  

Leadership of Learning

Over the past few weeks, Pupil Voice have organised 
World Book day and have been considering ways of 
increasing the love of reading with pupils across the 
school, introducing a reading session on Monday 
afternoons. 

Additionally, Pupil Voice have met with the school 
cooks to support in planning the new menu for 
next half term in order to ensure it is as 
popular and tasteful as usual!

We have made a wonderful start to this new Spring 
half term. The children are eagerly approaching their 
science based learning and scientific enquiry sessions. 
Please see our additional notes (year group 
information). 

Last Thursday, children celebrated World Book Day in 
school. They dressed up as their favourite book 
characters exploring and sharing their love of reading 
with each other. It was great to see such creativity 
and use of imagination with everyone’s costumes 
designs. 

Pupil Voice Council have been busy planning a 
number of fund raising initiatives for Sports Relief, 
which took place today, Friday 13th March 2020. 
Children eagerly arrived  dressed in their sports 
clothing. Throughout the day pupils have been given 
the  opportunity to take part in sports activities as 
well as purchase cakes from our morning cake sale. 
We were thrilled to have raised £132.55 for this very 
worthy cause helping to fight inequality, wherever it 
is found, in order to create a better, fairer world –
free from poverty.

A special note to all those parents who attended our 
curriculum overview coffee morning. It gave us an 
opportunity to share our current curriculum with you, 
as well as listen to your ideas for how to further 
enhance this provision. Feedback from parents who 
attended a recent maths parental engagement event 
included ‘I learnt a lot and was shown how I can 
support my children at home’ and ‘It was useful to 
see what is expected to be known in each year group 
and where to find resources to help’.  

We look forward  to welcoming our new parent and 
LEAD services volunteers into school to support with 
reading. Our first session commences next week. 
Please get in touch if you would also like to offer your 
volunteering services. 

Each morning, we welcome children from across the 
school to our breakfast club, where they are served a 
selection of cereals and toasted bagels. We would like 
to consult with our parents about the time that 
breakfast club operates; currently, our club opens at 
8am. I welcome any feedback with regards, for an 
added cost, extending the hours of this club to 
commence at 7.45am in the future, to assist parents 
with ease of travel to work. If this is a service you 
would be interested in taking up, please contact the 
school office to give your views on, or support for, 
this proposed change. 

Please can I remind parents that the use of mobile 
phones around our school site (indoors) is strictly 
prohibited for safeguarding reasons. Please ensure 
mobile phones are turned off when visiting school.

Thank you for your continued support,

Mrs Pemberton
Headteacher
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Art Mural 
Over the last 12 months, year 6 have been 
working with an artist (Chiara) on a project 
called Chimera Plantarium. The overall aim of 
the project was to design a mural to be 
displayed in Lenton. 

Recently, Edna G. Olds Academy commissioned 
another mural - following a similar theme -
placed on display at the front of our school. 
The focus of the project was to combine our 
art skills and creativity with the nature that 
surrounds our school, in order to brighten up 
the local landscape. We do hope you love our 
new exhibit and look forward to sharing a 
scrap book of nature sketches and memories 
with our school community.

Extra-Curricular Activities
Extended Learning Club Monday – Thursday

3.15pm – 5.50pm

Breakfast Club Monday – Friday
8am – 8.45am

Swimming Club (KS2) Tuesday
3.15pm – 3.45pm

Dance Club (KS2) Wednesday
3.15pm – 4.15pm

Football Club (KS1) Thursday
3.15pm – 4.15pm

Maths Challenge

Corona Virus Update
We are currently following the governments daily 
guidance with regards to the corona virus and 
continue to encourage the children to wash their 
hands regularly and follow the ‘Catch It’, Bin It, Kill It’ 
advise. We are ensuring that all necessary enhanced 
cleaning routines are implemented and carried out 
periodically throughout the school day and 
reminding children to avoid touching their mouth, 
nose and eyes.  Please see link below:

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-
information-for-the-public

As a school, we have contacted The Lenton Centre 
and Nottingham City Council and follow the 
Government guidance for swimming. 

In the event of the government deciding to close 
school sites across the country, we would like to 
ensure that we are able to supply good quality work 
for children to complete at home. With this in mind, 
it is vital that we hold a valid email address for all 
parents. Please could you ensure that you have 
informed school of your most up to date email 
address.

Put the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 in the circles 
so that each straight line of three numbers adds 
up to the same total. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
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Class Round-Up
Nursery

The children in nursery have enjoyed the vet role play 
area this week. They have been taking appointments, 
making phone calls and carrying out major surgery on 
poorly pets.
We have been reading 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar' this 
week. The children have been thinking hard of what they 
would put on their own shopping list.
Children have been enjoying our 'take home activity 
cases‘. If you would like to borrow one, please ask.

Reception

Last week, the reception children visited 
Stonebridge City farm to begin their topic 
on 'Animals and Minibeasts'. Using the 
story of 'What the Ladybird Heard‘, the 
children created their own farm maps and 
thought about the sequence of events for 
our visit to the farm.
In maths, the children have been using 
ladybird spots to help them add single digit 
numbers together to find the total. We 
have begun to use symbols in our number 
work and are writing the number 
sentence.

Year 1

Year One are really enjoying their new Science theme of Everyday 
Materials. They have been learning to identify different materials, both 
inside the classroom and around the school’s outdoor environment. 
The children have also been learning to describe materials according to 
their properties and explain why some materials suit certain objects 
better than others. In addition, they have been enjoying reading the 
book ‘Dinosaurs and All That Rubbish’ and have been sequencing the 
events in the story in order to retell it.
In maths, the children have been working hard to further develop their 
understanding of place value, by finding different ways to represent 
two-digit numbers. They have also begun to investigate fractions by 
finding halves and quarters of shapes and by challenging themselves to 
find halves and quarters of amounts.
The children also really enjoyed dressing up as their favourite book 
character as part of our whole school celebration of World Book Day.
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Year 2

Year 3

Year 5

Year 2 had a fantastic day out at the Arboretum. The children 
have been exploring macro photography linked to their science 
topic of plants and living things. Whilst at the Arboretum the 
children experimented with the ipads to create their own 
versions of macro photography. We can't wait to share these 
with you as part of our 'Explosion of Colour' at the end of this 
term.

We have been looking at what humans need to stay healthy and 
why this is important. On topic launch day, we conducted an 
investigation on what happens to our heart rate when we carry 
out different types of exercises and measured our pulse rates. 
Additionally we planted a range of vegetable seeds in order to 
use them for a D.T. lesson to create a healthy meal, which 
highlights a balanced diet and the five main food groups. 
In English, we have been reading the book ‘Wolves’ by Emily 
Gravett. We have been using the illustrations in this book to 
make inferences and to inspire our writing. We have started to 
use non-finite and adverbial clauses in order to become more 
secure in identifying and using grammatical features. We are 
now conducting research in order to write our own non-
chronological reports about wolves. 
In Maths, the children are performing excellently in this term's 
statistics unit. They have been busy gathering data from their 
class peers in order to create tally charts to then transfer the 
information to draw bar charts and pictograms. In addition, the 
children have done themselves proud by attending matheletic
club during lunchtimes to improve their results and achieve 
their progression certificates! As always, thank you for all your 
support. 

Year 5 have had an exciting week of learning exploring the new class novel 'Tuesday'. The children have looked 
carefully and analytically at the front cover and first page of the book and made predictions about what they 
think the book is about and predictions about what will happen. I was impressed with their inquisitive mindset
and the respect they showed each other when discussing their thoughts. 
In maths, we have started our Geometry unit and the children have worked well finding missing angles in 
polygons and on straight lines. They have been able to apply their learning across a range of contexts. 
In addition, the children have enjoyed finding out about the solar system and the relative size and distance of the 
planets from the sun. Working in groups, the children enjoyed going outside to create their own solar system by 
using metre sticks, tape measures and trundle wheels to create a scale model. They enjoyed this practical lesson 
and couldn't believe how far apart some of the planets were. 
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Year 6

Celebrating Success

Parajat – For fantastic improvement with his English, producing a details story map of our class book. 

Zahra – For her motivation with maths, choosing to do maths both at home and school. 

Amani – For excellent focus and motivation when learning about measuring length and height in maths.

Joudi – For  gaining confidence in answering questions and speaking in class. 21  `

Hussain – For showing good focus in lessons and trying his best.
Elizabeth – For putting much more effort into her writing.

David – Supporting others with work and treating them with respect.
Cristiana – For demonstrating self resilience and acceptance to make mistakes. Awareness that this 
will further develop her learning.

Harris – For following instructions, being inquisitive and focusing when there is disruption.
Aimee – For motivation, trust and focus. Always offering her thoughts and input and continuing to be 
a good role model. 

Lily & Daniyal – For excellent effort and showing resilience in maths

Yaseen & Efrata – For being great ambassadors and representing the school with such 
confidence and being able to collaborate with other children.

This week the following children have received Headteacher Awards, for inspirational ideas and creativity. 

Year 6 have been using the book ‘The Tin Forest’ as the basis for their English lessons over this half term, 
where they are covering narrative writing, as well as using the book to develop some of their reading skills. 

In Maths, the children have been building on their geometrical knowledge from previous year groups, 
where they have been looking at drawing shapes with a given criteria. 

In addition to this, in their topic lessons, year 6 have been looking at ‘Light and Electricity’, gaining a better 
understanding of how light and electricity travel and the impact this has on our lives. Thank you for your 
continued support.



Edna G. Olds Academy Newsletter: 13th March 2020

Upcoming Dates for the Diary

MAR

Y6 Cornerstone visit

MAR

25 30

MAR
Exhibition: Explosion of Colour –
3.15pm

APR

27 01

MAR Dance Club Competition at  
Nottingham University - Kings Meadow 
Campus. 1.30pm

APR

27 02

MAR
Exhibition: Explosion of Colour –
3.15pm

APR

27 03

RE Launch day

Easter Show – 2pm

Y1 & Y2 – Holy Trinity Church Easter Activities
Easter Bonnet Parade – 2.15pm

RE sharing morning
Core Behaviours afternoon

Email: admin@ednagoldsacademy.co.uk

Telephone: 0115 9156813

@ednagoldslead

www.ednagoldsacademy.co.uk

mailto:admin@ednagoldsacademy.co.uk
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Events in our local area
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