Headteacher’s
Newsletter
5th February 2021

Headteacher Update
Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you so much for supporting us with our remote education provision. This week, our
pupils have returned some fantastic pieces of work on Showbie. The platform is certainly a key
feature for learning, enabling pupils access to daily live lessons, opportunities to post back
their learning activities, and receive teachers’ feedback and celebratory comments. We are so
very proud of our pupils and the way in which they have adapted to the new ways of working
and learning during our school closure. Well done everyone!
Last week, our country received the sad news of the passing of Captain Sir Tom Moore. He
truly was an inspiration to us all – a former British Army officer who went on to raise over £33
million for NHS charities during the Coronavirus pandemic. At the age of 99, Captain Sir Tom
Moore set himself the challenge of walking 100 laps of his garden, for his 100th birthday
celebrations, as well as to raise money for the NHS.
This week, as a school we look forward to remembering and celebrating Captain Sir Tom
Moore’s life, his achievements and reflecting upon the wonderful contribution he made to our
society.
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Please note, the following topic themes that are being studied within our year groups:
Early Years: Winter
Year 1: Houses and homes
Year 2: The Great Fire of London
Year 3: The Tudors
Year 4: Victorians
Year 5: 1900-1918
Year 6 : 1930-1950
As a celebration of pupils hard efforts, we have introduced ‘Stars of the Week’. Please take a
look at the wonderful examples of pupils’ remote work.
Over the past several weeks, I have really enjoyed reading live stories to a range of pupils from
all year groups. Thank you so much for your kind comments and feedback. If you wish to join
these sessions, please do familiarise yourselves with the timetable attached. Reminders will
also be posted on each class Showbie account.
Our school has received £1,000 funding for the purchase of additional books for children from
our Nottingham City Council Ward Councillors Cllr Longford, Cllr Trimble and Cllr Kotsonis.
Please note, the money was used to purchase books for our children at the end of the autumn
term.

The Canal & River Trust need our help!
The Canal & River Trust and local partners are hoping to develop a range of initiatives along
the Nottingham & Beeston Canal. It is hoped that this development will help improve the lives
of local residents and the wider community. The canal and river trust need to understand
what local people feel are the biggest problems facing their community; and how these issues
have been impacted by the pandemic. The Nottingham & Beeston Canal threads throughout
our communities from Trent Bridge to Beeston Lock. It is hoped that this stretch of public
green and blue space could offer part of the solution to create a more vibrant and family
orientated community.
They have devised a short survey to capture people’s views - please could you take a few
moments to complete this survey in order for the Canal & River Trust to capture your thoughts
and feedback. https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=161125028361.
The Canal & River Trust hope that from the survey, people who live close to the waterway will
sign up to get more involved and help to co-design initiatives to tackle the problems
identified.
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Safeguarding Reminders
Please do remember our ‘Report a Concern’ button on is still available to use on our website
homepage. In addition, we have added CEOP’s button on our homepage, allowing reports to
be made to the Child Exploitation and Online Protection team for any e-safety concerns.
Should you have any concerns with regards to safeguarding, please use the link below to
report your concern to our school designated safeguarding leads, Mrs Pemberton, Mr
Blackwell, Mrs Crotty, Mr Wood and Mrs Alcorn.
www.ednagoldsacademy.co.uk
School’s designated safeguarding leads continue to be in school daily and are accessible to all
families. Should you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the school office on
0115 915 6813.
We do hope you have enjoyed a wonderful weekend with your family. May we also take this
opportunity to express our sincere best wishes and thoughts with our Chinese community and
their families, as they celebrate Chinese New Year this week.
12th February 2021 – the Year of the Ox.

Thank you for your continued support,

Mrs Pemberton
Headteacher
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Timetable
Nursery

Tuesday & Thursday
6pm

Reception

Tuesday & Thursday
6.15pm

Year 1

Tuesday & Thursday
5.30pm

Year 2

Tuesday & Thursday
5.45pm

Year 3

Tuesday & Thursday
3pm

Year 4

Tuesday & Thursday
3.15pm

Year 5

Tuesday & Thursday
3.30pm

Year 6

Tuesday & Thursday
3.45pm
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Star of the Week
Nursery

Ibraheem - for his excellent maths work on counting this week
Raseel - for being an exceptional hard worker. She completes all her Showbie activities
when she gets home after nursery each day.

Reception

Ismail - for his excellent efforts with all home learning activities.
Alice - for always persevering with her letter join handwriting even when finding it
tricky.

Year 1

Zion - for super effort with his phonics. Zion is also showing great resilience with
working on improving his handwriting.
Montre - for thinking of some interesting questions to ask, 'Six Dinner Sid'. Montre has
shown a good understanding of using question marks and words such as why and
where to begin his questions.

Year 2

Hafsa - for always ensuring her work is presented beautifully on Showbie. In maths she
represented Year 2’s favourite colours through a tally chart, pictogram and bar chart.
Salem - for utilising her computing skills in her art lesson and creating a beautiful and
detailed drawing of a tree for her topic work.

Year 3

Osama - for his continued determination and demonstrating creativity throughout his
online learning. He has designed a Tudor home using recyclable materials from home
and has also continued to take personal responsibility, planning his own PE lessons
using prior knowledge.
Lamar - for persevering in order to achieve her goals with her online learning. Lamar
has consistently attended her live sessions and contributed in every lesson. As
demonstrated by her maths learning, she continues to focus on her presentation

Year 4

David – for always committing 100% effort to his learning during this time. He is now
not only applying him self, but extending himself.
Haya – for brilliant use of imagination and her ability to apply learning deeply within
her writing.

Year 5

Simran - for producing some excellent, thoughtful contributions during guided reading
sessions this week.
James - for the enthusiasm and creativity shown when completing his trench project.

Year 6

Janna- for the excellent effort she has put into her newspaper report this week in
English.
Cairon- for the significant increase and effort he has put into all of his online learning
this week.
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Nursery
Nursery have had a fantastic half term and have been working incredibly hard! Our
learning was based around the season of winter and we also focused on a different
nursery rhyme each week. We learnt all the words to the rhymes and sang during our
story time sessions. We have also enjoyed moving our toys around to help us begin to
use and understand prepositions and prepositional vocabulary – behind, under etc….

Lawren’s family made a lovely
chart to practise with
modelling prepositions.

Nico made some delicious buns to
accompany our song.

Isabelle created some sparkly stars, to
support her learning around Twinkle
Twinkle little star.
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Reception
This half term reception have been learning all about winter. We have been thinking about the Arctic
land and animals that live there. The children have been super busy, getting very creative and
developing their understanding of the world. Some of our wonderful memories this half term have
been:
Creating an Arctic animal from junk

Exploring how Arctic animals keep warm with gloves and lard

Designing our own icy ornaments
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By Naade-Ali – Y1

Year 1

By Haadiya – Y1

This half term the children in Year One have been learning all about ‘Houses and
Homes.’ The children have enjoyed finding out about and comparing different types of
houses, such as detached or terraced homes. Many of the children went on walks
around the local area and took photos of the different types of houses and homes they
saw. The children have also learnt about how homes have changed over time and
compared houses from the past with modern ones. The children have completed some
fantastic creative work linked to our topic, including designing and making a house for
our puppet friend Billy and making a picture of a house using natural resources. Our
book this half term has been ‘Six Dinner Sid’ and the children have produced some super
English work linked to the story. This has included describing Sid using adjectives and
applying our knowledge of question marks to ask Sid questions. In maths the children
have worked hard to continue to develop their understanding of place value and
addition and subtraction.

By Haadiya – Y1
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Year 2
Year 2 have worked amazingly through
their online learning platform. Not only
have they excelled in their
mathematics, English and topics
lessons as usual but have also focussed
on creating some wonderful memories
with their families during this
lockdown period at home.

By Giorga – Y2

In English year 2 have been focussing
on stories from other cultures and the
different parts incorporated within
stories. They have been identifying the
differences between the beginning,
build up, problem, resolution and
ending of stories and then had a go at
writing an Anansi story themselves
split into the different parts.
By Kyle – Y2

In maths we have focussed on the statistics unit
and focussed on tally charts, pictograms and bar
charts indepth. Year 2 have understood how to
interpret data, collect data, solve questions from
looking at the different data and even had a go at
creating their own sets of data.

Year 2 have been busy making snowmen, constructing
their own dens, creating and learning about their family
trees and even cooking healthy meals with adults at
home.
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Year 3
This term, in mathematics, Year 3 have
been learning how to use column addition
and subtraction using 3 digit numbers.
By Mohned – Y3

In English, Year 3 have been learning how
to write diary entries. In particular, year 3
have been learning about the key features
which should be included in a diary entry.
By Hannah – Y3

By Isaac – Y3

In Topic, year 3 have been learning all
about the Tudors. They have really
enjoyed demonstrating their creativity.
Here are some examples of Year 3’s
fantastic artwork.

By Samuel – Y3

Edna G. Olds Academy: 5th February 2021

Year 4
This half term, Year 4 have been busy delving in to the lives of the Victorians. We have
been learning all about the inventors of the time, and consider how they shape our lives
today. In addition to this, we’ve been looking at other influential people such as William
Morris, and trying our hand at creating Morris-inspired patterns and designs.
In English, we have been creating our own newspaper reports based on our class book
Twelve Minutes to Midnight. Using our knowledge of the key features of reports, we put
together some fantastic pieces that no doubt would fly off the shelves in the Victorian
era!
In Maths, we have been looking at different kinds of measurement –money, lengths,
perimeter and area. We’ve been applying our prior learning in order to reason and
problem solve and to look for patterns.

A selection of our topic creations based on our study of William Morris.
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Year 5

By James – Y5

By Elcin – Y5

Year 5 have been busy writing newspaper reports linked to their class novel 'The Island'.
They have put themselves into the role of a reporter and thought carefully about the key
events in the story and how to incorporate eyewitness quotes. In Maths, the children
have continued with their work on fractions, decimals and percentages and I have been
impressed with their resilience when tackling challenging problems. I look forward to
seeing this positive attitude continuing over the coming weeks. As part of our topic on
World War I, the children were given a project to research and then create trenches
using items and materials they had gathered in the house. It was clear from their
designs that they had understood the key features of trenches and types of items that
would be found in them. The children have also used their creativity to design pictures
from healthy foods they really enjoyed eating the products afterwards!

By Eylul – Y5
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Year 6
During this half term, we have been focusing on developing the
skills of a historian through the theme of WW2.
The pupils have been working on developing their chronological
understanding by ordering various events, dates and artefacts on a
timeline. For example, we linked our learning about the Blitzwhere people had to carry gas masks with them- with the current
situation we find ourselves in around the world. The pupils looked
at the different reasons as to why and how masks have been used
and developed over years.
We have also been developing our understanding of historical
enquiry where the pupils have used and researched a range of
sources to find out about an aspect of the war. They have then
brought this knowledge together to form understanding and
account of that specific period of time.
Something the pupils particularly enjoyed was their learning about
rationing. Here they compared what their weekly menu was like
today with that of a weekly menu during times of rationing. From
this, the pupils were challenged with creating a weekly modern
menu based on the amount of food they would have been allowed
when rationing was in place- it was great to see how they used
their maths skills to see how they could divide up the specific
amounts and ensure it lasted all week! From this, the pupils
planned a healthy meal, wrote up some step-by-step instructions
and, finally, they were challenged with making the meal. Some of
the results are below!
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