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Dear parents/carers,

Welcome back! We are thrilled with our children’s attitudes towards their learning and the
quality of work that they are producing, since welcoming them back into school, following our
Easter holiday. Our children are relishing all aspects of their exciting learning, using iPads to
explore, research and deepen their knowledge in relation to their geography topics. Please
take a moment to reflect on the following topic questions. Each class will be delving into lots
of prior knowledge in order to draw conclusions and solve problems. Do you have any prior
knowledge and understanding in these subject areas to share with us?

Year 1 - What is life like where you live?

Year 2 - What is life like for a Kenyan child?

Year 3  - How would the world look like if we lived in a permanent 
drought?

Year 4  - How have rivers been utilised by humanity, and what effect has 
humanity had on them?

Year 5 - Why are there no volcanoes in Britain?

Year 6 - If the temperature of the world increased by 2 degrees, which 
biomes would be affected the most?

Last week, we welcomed a number of new children into our nursery. All pupils are settling in
superbly well - great! It is absolutely wonderful to know that our nursery is at maximum
capacity. We wish to thank families for all their support, as our early years’ pupil numbers have
never been so healthy. Please do remember to contact our school office early, if you wish to
add any younger siblings to our current nursery waiting list.
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The health, safety and welfare of our pupils, staff and the community remains a top priority for
us. With this in mind, staff have identified that having a defibrillator installed on our school site
could help to save lives in an emergency situation. I am thrilled to announce that our amazing
staff team have volunteered to raise money for a school defibrillator device, aiming to complete
a challenging mountainous hike later in the year. Further details regarding our staff team
challenge will be shared with you in forthcoming newsletters, including how you can help
support us with our fund raising event too!

This week, Eco and Environment council have demonstrated their great passion and enthusiasm
in relation to caring for the environment. They have been busy discussing ideas for planting fruit
and vegetables. Our children enjoyed preparing the Eco area ready for sewing seeds next week,
so that the produce will be ready in time to harvest during the summer and autumn terms. We
really look forward to tasting some of their delicious home grown produce, over the coming
months!

Our pupils and staff team are excitedly looking forward to our upcoming Eid al-Fitr celebration, 
on Thursday 13th May 2021. Children will enjoy a delicious Eid celebratory meal, prepared by 
our wonderful catering team, as well as experience various other celebratory activities 
throughout this special day. Photographs from our Eid celebrations will be shared in our next 
newsletter. 

Edna G. Olds staff team would like to wish you all a lovely, sunny May Day Bank holiday 
weekend and we look forward to welcoming all pupils back to school  on Tuesday 4th May 
2021. 

Thank you for your continued support,

Mrs Melany Pemberton
Headteacher
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Stars of the Week

Nursery Audrey - for displaying great creativity whilst re-enacting the 
traditional tale ‘Little Red Riding Hood’
Hadi - for showing great resilience and determination when matching 
differing numerals to quantity

Reception Ajbah - for being highly motivated with her writing, going above and 
beyond all expectations
Yamen - for displaying great independence with his writing and using 
a conjunction without adult support

Year 1 Rohan - for demonstrating great perseverance in improving his 
handwriting formation skills
Baraa - for gaining greater confidence in communication skills - asking 
and answering questions in class

Year 2 Angel - for being a fantastic role model, displaying independence in 
everything she attempts
Khadija - for showing great enthusiasm and demonstrating a positive 
attitude towards learning every day

Year 3 Kya-Rose - for consistently displaying motivation and showing 
resilience in all areas of her work / learning
Ali - for displaying superb creativity whilst acting out scenes from our 
topic book "Flotsam"

Year 4 Mohamed AA – for using his initiative and taking responsibility for his 
learning. He produced excellent quality writing and showed pride in 
his work
Zeenat – for being a responsible member of the class and always 
doing the right thing. Also, for being a great role model for the rest of 
the class and the school

Year 5 Isa- for displaying an excellent attitude towards learning since 
returning from the holidays
Aimee - for displaying great resilience when tackling unfamiliar 
activities 

Year 6 Hudda – for producing an amazing presentation about biomes. Hudda
used some great graphics as representations
Jaafar - for his amazing delivery of his presentation. Engaging with his 
audience and giving them eye contact throughout
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This term we have welcomed some new children into nursery. They have enjoyed
getting to know the classroom, playing with the equipment, and making some new
friends. We are pleased to meet you!

Nursery

We have used our work on Little Red Riding
Hood to explore making maps and paths
using loose parts in the playground. We have
also learnt the story and can join in with the
repetition. We developed our art skills by
exploring mixing different shades of red.

We have continued to enjoy using our
outside classroom and have been exploring
the way water travels by creating bridges
and tunnels over our water play area.

In maths, we have been using our voting station to choose our daily story. We then
compare the total of votes and have used our subitising skills to say which book
has received the most votes. We are using real life objects to continue developing
our counting skills and we can even match the total to a numeral – great!
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Our topic this half term is Traditional Tales. 
We are also beginning to explore our curiosity approach within Early Years. 

Reception

Our children have enjoyed exploring
the new curiosity areas and outdoor
spaces we created in Reception . These
have been designed to develop our
children’s curiosity, imagination and
independence skills.

In English, we have been
exploring sentence writing.
The children have been
learning to use adjectives in
their sentences, so that they
are able to describe the
different characters from the
‘Traditional Tales’ and stories.
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Our children began their new topic called ‘Navigate Nottingham’ last week. During this
topic our children will be developing their geographical knowledge and skills in order to
find out information and understand more about their locality and the local area in
which they live.

Pupils began by explaining what areas they liked about where they live and looked at
maps of the local area on the internet. They used these maps to identify and locate
different places of interest around Lenton, Nottingham.

The children have also begun to find out about the artist LS Lowry, who drew and
painted pictures of the areas where he lived and worked in Manchester.

Our new class book is called ‘On the Way Home’ and the children have enjoyed using
their inference skills to look closely at the front cover and explore what they think the
story might be about.

In maths, we have been exploring
simple practical multiplication skills,  
making arrays of equal groups.
The children particularly enjoyed 
making arrays using natural resources
in the outdoor area.

Year 1
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Year two’s topic this half-term is
‘Contrasting Non-European area study”.
Our topic question is: “What are the lives of
children living in Kenya like?” Since starting
this term, we have been developing our
enquiry and investigation skills on mapping.
Year 2 have been busy exploring differences
between European and non-European
countries using maps, globes, google maps
and even Google Earth. Next, we will focus
on researching the differences and
similarities between Kenya and U.K.

Year 2

In English, we have been reading the book
‘The trouble with dragons”. Last week, we
used our inference skills to make
predictions and ask questions. This week,
we have enjoyed investigating our school
playground due to a dragon that has come
to live there. Year 2 will then become
newspaper reporters and use newspaper
features and writing styles to create their
own newspaper article about a mysterious
dragon who has come to take over their
playground.

In Maths, the children have been enjoying
the unit “Position and direction”. Year 2
are now able to use the correct vocabulary
such as: left, right, forward, back,
clockwise and anti-clockwise turns, in
order to describe movement and turns.
We have really enjoyed exploring maths
lessons outdoors, using mazes and Ipads
to direct BeeBot.
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In topic, Year 3 has been learning about
the different climate zones around the
world including, tropical, polar, dry and
temperate. To support their learning,
Year 3 has been using Ipads and books
to conduct independent research and
create an interesting fact file on climate
zones.

Year 3

In English, our class book is a picture
book called ‘Flotsam’. The children used
their previous knowledge, alongside
their inference skills, to correctly
identify items that have been washed
up by the sea. The children have
learned how to confidently use direct
speech within their writing. To support
them in their creative writing, they have
used drama to create characters linked
to our class book.

In mathematics, Year 3 has been learning about equivalent fractions. They
have made links to their prior knowledge and are now able to add and
subtract fractions with confidence.
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This half term, our topic is Rivers, Trade and Economics. We kick-started the topic with a
launch day, where we learnt the basics of the journey of a river from its source to the
mouth. We then worked in teams to design our own river systems using tin foil and
included many of the different river features including meanders, tributaries and flood-
plains.

In addition to this, we’ve been using Google Earth to track the journey of rivers around the
world. We have compared the Nile to the Amazon, and the Ganges to the Thames. Not
only this, but we have been looking at local rivers and how they affect the landscape on
our doorstep.

Year 4

In English, we have begun to look at
narrative writing. In particular, we have
used the amazing illustrations from our
class book, ‘A River’ by Marc Martin, to
piece together information about the main
character. Year 4 have been using their
inference and retrieval skills in order to
build a detail picture of a character and
then add information based on this. Also,
we have been looking at how to describe
emotions discreetly, rather than obviously.

Currently, our maths focus is Geometry,
and in particular, properties of shapes.
We have been getting to know the
different types of angles; comparing
and ordering them, as well as drawing
them ourselves. We also conducted an
angle hunt, where we identified
different types of angles in the world
around us.

Moving on from this, we have begun to
focus on different types of shapes,
including triangle and quadrilaterals.
We have been discussing the key
properties that make up these shapes
and learning how to identify them.
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In English, Year 5 have enjoyed using our
latest class book "Where the Forest Meets
the Sea" to find out more about Daintree
Rainforest. Using this information, pupils
have started to write information texts about
this location.

Year 5

Year 5 have also worked hard in their maths lessons using both protractors and 
knowledge of shape to calculate missing angles. 

Linking to our Geography topic, Year 5
have enjoyed learning about volcanoes.
They have located some famous
volcanoes on a map using Google Earth,
discovered how they are formed and
produced a presentation on their key
features using their ipads.
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Our topic this term is Geography and the children have been looking specifically at
’Biomes and Vegetation Belts’. Throughout this half term, the year 6 pupils will be seeking
to build on their learning from previous years, developing their understanding of how to
describe how some places are similar and dissimilar in relation to their human and
physical features and the impact this has on the types of settlement and land use.

Year 6

Within the wider curriculum subjects across
the school, we are seeking to include an
aspect of Creativity, Oracy, Resilience or
Enquiry (C.O.R.E) in each lesson. Last week,
year 6 were focusing on developing their
oracy skills, where they had to present their
findings to the class using the ‘Keynote’ app
and Apple T.V. which they have been learning
to use.

Over this last week, year 6 have started to
learn how to use Ordnance Survey 6 figure
grid references. They have been using their
knowledge of this to identify and locate
different biomes around the world and in the
process have created an interactive map
using an app call ‘ThingLink’. The pupils have
been able to use their creativity and
computing skills to explain their
understanding and location of different
biomes.


