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Dear parents/carers,

What a wonderful end to another unprecedented school year! Our children are amazing and 
the challenges they have faced due to the continuation of the Covid-19 pandemic have been 
approached with fantastic resilience and an amazing determination to succeed. We are so very 
proud of each and everyone one of them. 

Sadly, today we have to say goodbye to our wonderful Year 6’s. They have been such a
fantastic and exemplary group of pupils, demonstrating excellence throughout their time at
Edna G. Olds Academy. Their commitment to learning, excellent work ethic and dedicated 
efforts have been second to none, and I would like to wish them the very best of luck for the 
next stage of their education.

Trophy winners for 2020/2021  are below:

• Creative thinker of the year Lubna

• For an outstanding contribution towards school life Muhammed

• The most improved reader Sky

• The most improved mathematician Hudda

• For growing in confidence throughout the year Cairon

• The most improved writer Mekarim

• For showing great commitment to their learning Annabelle
and demonstrating excellent resilience
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This week, our individual year group transition work has taken place. It has been lovely to 
observe the children settle so well into their new classes during our transition days. The 
children have demonstrated great enthusiasm towards their learning and enjoyed spending 
time in their new classrooms getting to know their teachers in preparation for September.

Our Eco and Environment Council are delighted to share that they have achieved the Eco 
School Green Flag Award for the second time. The children across school have been 
enthusiastically driving forward with five key Eco School themes:

Biodiversity
Aim: To further develop habitats for insects and animal life within the school grounds.

Energy: 
Aim: To reduce the amount of electricity we use in school- as well as being better for the 
environment, we will also be able to save money.

School grounds:
Aim: To continue to grow and look after our own vegetables to use in our school lunches.

Waste:
Aim: To look at how we can further improve recycling as a school and continue to reduce our 
plastic use.
Healthy Living:
Aims: To further increase the physical activity that we participate in both inside and outside               
school, to ensure we are looking after ourselves and our mental health. 

We really look forward to hearing more from our Eco and Environment Council over the 
months on how they have further developed these aims within school. 

I wish to thank our wonderful staff team - teachers, teaching assistants, non teaching staff and 
governors. They have continued to provide an outstanding teaching and learning provision 
during another difficult year of lockdowns and isolations – ensuring our pupils receive the 
highest quality education really is at the heart of everything they do. 

Also, I hope our families celebrating Eid last week had the most wonderful celebration. My 
thoughts were with all who celebrated at this very special time.

Finally, I hope you all enjoy a lovely restful holiday - let’s hope the sun shines! Please note, we 
look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Wednesday 1st September 2021. 

Thank you once again for your wonderful support. 

Mrs Pemberton
Headteacher
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This term, Nursery have been learning 
about going on holiday and all the various 
ways we can travel. We looked at the ways 
to travel on water and the animals that live 
in our oceans. We have been looking at a 
range of books that discuss forms of 
transport; such as ‘The train ride.’  

In our phonics this term, we continued to 
hear the phonemes in short words, and 
some of us have began to read and spell 
these words. 

In maths, we explored capacity in the water 
area, making patterns for pirate flags, and 
created tickets for our travel shop. We used 
language such as more or fewer when 
comparing quantities. 

Nursery

Nursery love to explore outdoors. We have 
enjoyed using our boxes and crates to make 
large models of trains and boats, using our 
water area to watch how the water travels 
along the playground. We used all our senses 
to explore the world around us, and by using 
authentic resources, we are embraced the 
curiosity approach in our learning. 
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Reception
This half term reception have been 
learning about under the sea. Our two 
texts that we have been focussing our 
learning on are The Snail and the
Whale and Tiddler. Both written by Julia 
Donaldson. The children have enjoyed 
creating art work to go with the stories.

In maths, we have continued to learn about numbers to 20 and beyond, counting forwards, 
backwards and in groups of 2, 5 and 10. The children are beginning to use the + - x and ÷ signs 
to record their work and have had lots of opportunities for problem solving and reasoning. 

In literacy, the children have been putting lots of 
effort into their writing. We have been writing 
postcards and labelling under the sea creatures.

The children had a fantastic attitude towards their learning and it’s great to see the 
progress being made.
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Year 1
The children in Year One have been working on the topic ‘Our Wonderful World’ this half 

term. Our focus has been science and the children have been developing their scientific 

skills through finding out about seasonal changes and plants. The children have learnt to 

identify the different parts of plants, including trees and to recognise and identify a variety 

of wild and garden plants. 

We enjoyed a visit to Lenton Park recently, where we identified different types of 

evergreen and deciduous trees. 

The children have also enjoyed comparing and contrasting the different seasons and linking 

their understanding to their prior learning about the United Kingdom. 

In English, we have enjoyed reading the story ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ and the children 

were keen to innovate and write their own versions of the story. 

In maths, we have continued to explore place value, this time to 100 and have recently 

been learning about money.



Edna G. Olds Academy:  26th July 2021

Year 2
Our topic this half-term has been ‘Light and Sound’. 

Year 2 have been busy carrying out many 

investigations such as: to investigate whether some 

materials allow more light in than others, to 

investigate and understand which material will be the 

best reflector and explored different shadows to see 

how they can change during the day. This has allowed 

them to become little scientists and make predictions 

and then practically check to see if their predictions 

were correct. We have also looked at sound and how 

it can change over a distance. We created our own 

musical instruments that play different pitched 

sounds. 

In English, we have been reading the book ‘The little beaver and the echo”. We focused on 
how to write a good narrative. Children2 looked at how a story can be broken into small parts 
and what each part contains. They also started to think about how to write their own stories 
about a beaver and created story boards. They wrote the build up to a story and focussed on 
how to write descriptive sentences about the stories setting. Year 2 were able to really use 
their senses and feel, smell and examine. plants, trees, twigs, and flowers from the outdoor 
areas in order to think of exciting adjectives. 

In maths, the children have really enjoyed 
learning about measurement. Year 2 have been 
using a lot of practical equipment in order to 
correctly measure length, weight and capacity. 
They have also focussed on using the correct unit 
of measurement and vocabulary when using 
certain equipment. We have also enjoyed 
learning about time. 
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Year 3

Year 3 have been working scientifically and learning about forces, friction and magnetic 

attraction. We have learnt about forces in the context of pushing and pulling. We have worked 

collaboratively to investigate friction, by exploring the movements of objects over different 

surfaces. We have also investigated how magnets work to attract and repel. 

We constructed venn diagrams using hula hoops and organised our forces.

In English, we have enjoyed reading ‘Star in the Jar’. This book has inspired us to use a 

range of fronted adverbials of time, place and manner, in our writing. This term, we 

have been focusing on developing our creativity through our writing, adding more 

adjectives and making links to art, drama and music. 
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Year 4
This half term, Year 4’s science topic is sound and electricity. We 

really enjoyed learning about sound – where is comes from, how it 

travels and the different ways it can be utilised.

Our class book, The Wolves is the Walls by Neil Gaiman is all about a young girl who 
hears a strong scratch and other noises from inside the wall of her house. This has been a 
great stimulus for us to explore sound poems, soundtracks and onomatopoeic work.

In our topic sessions, we’ve been using both real sound and electronic sound to discover 
how sound can be used and manipulated. We have studied the ear as an organ, as well as 
how states of matter effect how sound travels. We have produced string telephones and 
panpipes using recyclable materials to give us a hands-on experience with sound and 
vibrations. In art, we have made digital art using a sound-wave visualiser, as well as 
creating paintings based on visualising music as colour. 

Also, during our topic work, Year 4 
discovered the amazing world of electricity! 
We looking at how electricity is used, and 
experimenting with conductor, insulators 
and circuits.
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Year 5

This half-term Year 5 have been looking at properties and changes of materials. We have 
completed planning and conducting investigations to test hypotheses and have tried hard 
to ensure that our tests are fair and accurate. 

Year 5 particularly enjoyed the challenge of using their knowledge to find a way of 
separating a mixture of materials. They had to think about the different processes which 
could be used to separate materials such as: evaporation, filtering and magnetic 
attraction. 

Koray and Deshayah used filtration to separate the salt and water solution from the sand, 
dried peas and iron filings. They then used magnetic attraction to remove the iron filings 
before finally using sieving to separate the peas and the sand. They are currently waiting 
for the water to evaporate so that the salt is left in their container.
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Year 6
During this half term, year 6 have been focusing on developing the skills of a scientist 
through their topic of light and electricity.

Three of the main scientific skills they have been developing are questioning and enquiry, 
observing and measuring and, finally, investigating. Pupils have been particularly focusing on 
developing their understanding of how electricity travels, comparing and giving reasons for 
why and how components may or may not work when a circuit has been built.

As part of their investigation, pupils were researching how the number and voltage of cells in 
a circuit links to the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer by carrying out their own 
research. From this, the pupils produced their own hypothesis and lines of enquiry.

Within our English lessons, pupils have been studying the book ‘The Viewer’ by Shaun Tan. 
They have been enjoying working their way through the book slowly, taking time to investigate 
each of the illustrations and work out the deeper meaning that the author is wanting to 
portray. As part of the work on the book, the pupils have produced persuasive letters and 
some excellent pieces of descriptive writing.

On Friday afternoons, year 6 have been fortunate to be able to continue receiving their 
D.A.R.E sessions, which I know they are benefitting from as they tackle situations and 
circumstances they may find themselves facing as they grow up.

On Friday 25th June, year 5 and 6 were invited to take part in a mini Olympics festival at the 
Nottingham High School playing fields, an event which was put on and run by their year 10 
pupils. It was an excellent opportunity for the pupils to apply the skills they have been learning 
in their P.E. lessons this half term into a competitive environment. During the day, pupils had 
the opportunity to participate in throwing, jumping, running and striking activities, as they 
attempted to collect points towards their teams overall score. 

We are very grateful to Nottingham High School for putting the event on and are 
thankful the weather just about held out for us! 
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Star of the Week

Nursery Isabelle - for demonstrating her subject knowledge when talking about 
the how to stay safe in the sun.

Nico - for drawing a road for the cars to travel on when outside.

Reception Usman - for fantastic engagement with the activities during his year 1 
transition.

Ajbah - for 'wowing' her new year 1 teachers with her fantastic writing.

Year 1 Kiyan - for making listening carefully and making interesting 
contributions to our class discussions.

Mustafa - for being a positive role model to other children in the class.

Haleema - for making a super effort her handwriting.

Year 2 Hafsa - for being helpful and supportive whilst encouraging her friends

Eshan - for a huge improvement in his work and class contributions

Year 3 Maia - for demonstrating creativity during transition week.

Samuel - for a superb piece of creative writing during transition week.

Year 4 Ahmed- For excellent enthusiasm and hard work during transition 
activities

Sahara- For being a role-model and setting a great example during our 
transition days

Year 5 Prince- For acting as a role model to his peers and always displaying the 
highest levels of personal responsibility this year

Zoe- For her commitment to improving her writing by applying what she 
has been taught to independent pieces.

Year 6 All of Year 6, for their hard work, commitment and dedication this past 
year.
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