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Dear parents/carers,

Thank you for your continued support with us returning back to our original start and finish
times, ensuring children arrive promptly at 8.45am and are collected at 3.15pm at your child’s
class allocated gate. This really does help us ensure, as a school, we keep our pupils, families
and staff as safe as possible.

Our children have experienced many amazing learning experiences so far this half term. They
really have relished the opportunity to build further on their previous learning and enjoyed
undertaking their exciting learning challenges. We do hope you enjoy our ‘Celebration of
Learning’ later in this newsletter.

During the summer term children from Edna G. 
Olds Academy supported Nottingham City Homes 
to plant a wildflower meadow on the green area 
opposite school. The wildflower meadow is already 
attracting a range of wildlife to the area, we look 
forward to utilising this ecosystem as part of our 
science and geography learning. 



Edna G. Olds Academy:  24th September 2021

Thank you for your continued support,

Mrs Pemberton
Headteacher

Attendance – wc 20th September 2021

Reception 97.1%

Year 1 96.7%

Year 2 99.2%

Year 3 96.5%

Year 4 98.7%

Year 5 96.6

Year 6 96.9%

Attendance

Your support with ensuring all children have a good level of attendance is wonderful. 
Please do remember – excellent attendance leads to amazing achievements. This week 
we have achieved 96.9% attendance as a whole school. - 0ur year 2 are overall 
attendance winners this week with 99.2%. 
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Celebrating our Learning so far in Nursery! 

What a fabulous start we have had to our 
first half term! 
The children have really enjoyed getting to 
know their new friends and exploring their 
new Nursery environment. 

Nursery

We are ‘Busy Bees’ in Nursery

Each week in Nursery we will be observing 
the children and creating specific next steps in 
learning for your individual child. We will then 
invite you in to join us in celebrating your 
child’s achievements. 

We have really enjoyed having our 
snack together outside with our 

friends and teachers. 

Working 
together to 
create 2D 

shapes using 
our loose 

parts. 
Making patterns with the 

shells and buttons. 
We have had a wonderful time 

planting lavender in our beautiful 
outdoor area. 

We have enjoyed creating 2D 
shapes with our nuts and bolts. 

Resources and clothes from home

We are teaching our children through the 
Curiosity Approach in Early Years and to 
support us with this we would be very 
grateful if you have any old china, crockery 
or ornaments that you would be happy to 
donate. Also, we would love it if anyone 
would like to donate any of their child’s old 
special occasion outfits.

Homework
Homework will continue to be handed out on a Monday. Thank you to all our parents who 
have already begun to upload a photo of your child’s homework onto our showbie home 
learning platform by Friday. It is so important that your child attempts to complete their 
homework independently in order for us to support you and your child in their next steps in 
learning. Please ask if you require any assistance with this and we will be happy to help. 

We are so very proud of how well our Nursery children have settled in and how excited they 
are to learn. Thank you again to all of our parents for being so prompt when dropping off and 
collecting your child from Nursery. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any 
questions or concerns.
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Reception

We have had a lovely few weeks, welcoming the children 
into Reception. We have spent lots of time talking to and 
playing with the children to ensure they feel happy and 
secure in their new class. They have been fantastic at 
learning the rules and routines of the classroom. We have 
been very impressed with how well they have settled!

We are exploring the topic of Autumn and the books we are learning from this term are ‘All are 
welcome’ by Alexandra Penfold, and ‘Autumn is here’ by Heidi Pross. We have used ‘All are 
welcome’ to celebrate our diversity, and discuss the things that make us special and unique. 
The children have enjoyed discussing their families and have drawn portraits and labelled 
pictures of their family members. Through our art work we have explored creating portraits 

through the different media of pencils, pastels, playdough and paint.

We have made great use of our fantastic outside 
space, with all the children learning how to play 
safely, and to develop their exploration skills. The 
children have enjoyed looking for signs of Autumn 
and are examining the changes already visible on our 
large tree. We have used the leaves to discuss colour 
and have colour mixed paints to match the colours of 
the leaves.

In maths we have enjoyed using natural loose parts to develop our counting skills. We have 
hunted for hidden numerals and matched them to a pictured quantity. We have discussed the 
different size and shapes of leaves and have ordered them accordingly. 
In phonics we have been introducing new letter sounds and have been helping the children to 
hear the phoneme in words, and to identify the grapheme (letter) and to write it. 
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Year 1
The children in Year One have settled in well to their new class and made a super start to 
the new academic year. This half term’s topic is Journeys and the children have enjoyed 
using their historical skills, such as developing an understanding of chronology to find out 
about a range of explorers. They have found out information about explorers such as 
Amelia Earhart, Matthew Henson, Ibn Battuta and Felicity Aston, using a range of sources 
of evidence, including photographs, video and written accounts.

The class book for this half term is “Lost and Found” by 
Oliver Jeffers, and the children have worked hard to 
predict what might happen in the story and to describe 
the main characters. The children are working on 
developing their understanding of sentence structure 
and have used iPads to orally rehearse their sentences. In 
maths the children have begun the year by focusing on 
place value and have been focusing on ordering and 
comparing different numbers. The children are also 
enjoying their weekly art lesson, where they have been 
exploring making different marks using pencils and 
charcoal.
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Year 2
Our topic this half term is “Beyond Living Memory – The Great Fire of London”. We have 
studied different sources of information such as maps and paintings to find out where and 
how the fire started, and how it spread. We have learnt about fire safety and acted out 
giving advice to the people living in London in 1666.

After finding out the fire started in a bakery, we had a go at being 
bakers ourselves. We were fascinated to investigate what happens 
when yeast is mixed with warm water and sugar. We then used our 
mixture to bake our own bread.

After learning about bread making, we went to see for ourselves how traditional methods of 
milling are still used today, on a trip to Green’s Windmill. We went up inside the windmill and 
learnt how flour is made, conducted science experiments in the Science Centre, and further 
perfected our skills baking more bread!

We have used artefacts to infer information about 

what people’s lives were like in those days.

We enjoyed sharing ideas about artefacts!
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Year 3
Year 3 have made a fantastic start to the Autumn term! They have all adapted well in the 
transition to KS2 and I would like to congratulate all the children for continuing to display our 
core values of resilience, respect and inclusion. We have been enjoying our weekly PE lessons 
developing our tennis skills. Year 3 are continuing to make great progress in their weekly 
swimming lessons and enjoy having the opportunity to reflect and relax in yoga. Well done 
Year 3!

Mathematics

In maths, Year 3 have been using their 

prior knowledge of 2 – digit numbers to 

compare and order numbers up to 1000. 

They have been learning to recognise the 

value of each 3-digit number to 1000. 

They have been applying what they have 

learnt to answer reasoning and problem 

questions.  

English

In English we have been reading the book 

‘The Egyptian Cinderella’. We have 

started to create sentences using fronted 

adverbials to make our sentences more 

precise and exciting. We are taking 

inspiration from our class book to write a 

diary entry from the perspective of the 

main character. 

Topic

In history, we have been learning about Ancient Egypt. We have been developing a 

chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of Ancient Egypt by learning about when 

and where the Ancient Egyptians lived. We have been exploring and comparing different 

aspects of Ancient Egyptian life by examining artefacts, hieroglyphics and the many inventions 

created in ancient Egypt. In art lessons, we have been developing our skills and techniques of 

shading and blending by making links to our knowledge of ancient Egypt. 

We used clay to create 

Egyptian necklace with 

hieroglyphics.

We used rainbow 

grammar cards to add 

fronted adverbials to 

our simple sentences.

Year 3 designed posters of 

the river Nile. We explored 

how important the river Nile 

was for life in Ancient Egypt.
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Year 4
Year 4 have been working hard at exploring and investigating in all aspects of their learning. 

In topic, we have been using our prior learning and new knowledge to draw conclusions 

about the ancient Greeks. Through the study of artefacts and group discussion, year 4 have 

been able to unpick and uncover how the ancient Greeks influence medicine, war and 

warfare. 

In English, we have been exploring our class book FArTHER and the techniques of narrative 
writing. Starting with sentence structures and the application of fronted adverbial phrases, 
Year 4 have been developing their proficiency at using different grammatical features to 
expand and improve sentences.

In mathematics, Year 4 have been delving deep into our understanding of place value, and 

how it can apply to our wider maths learning. We have not only been exploring digits and 

values, but have been rounding numbers, comparing and estimating numbers too. 
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Year 5

This half-term, Year 5 have been enjoying their history topic on the Romans. After the Roman 
launch day where they enjoyed sampling Roman food and building aqueducts, the children 
were excited to find out more. We have had some excellent discussions about how long the 
Roman period lasted and how historians disagree about when it truly ended along with using 
a wide variety of artefacts, primary and secondary sources to gain historical research skills. 
I have been impressed with how the children have been able to use their prior knowledge and 
make connections between artefacts and sources in order to build a picture of the Romans. 

In English, the children have enjoyed reading 'The Rabbits' by Shaun Tan. This book draws on 
the theme of 'invasion' which links well with our history topic. We have looked at a range of 
grammatical techniques to enhance our diary entries linked to the book and the children have 
thought about what it would be like to both invade and be invaded. 

During the last week, we have focussed on Roman numerals in maths. This has been an 
exciting link to our history lessons and the children have been able to use some of their 
knowledge of these when looking at Roman artefacts- this has truly brought their learning to 
life.
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Year 6
During this half term, year 6 have been focusing on developing the skills of a historian through 
the theme of the Vikings.

The pupils have been working on their chronological 
understanding of historical periods by ordering various 
events, dates and artefacts on a timeline. Additionally, 
they linked their learning about the Vikings with 
historical events that were happening concurrently 
around the world. 

Year 6 have also been building on their of historical enquiry skills, where the pupils have 
used and researched a range of sources and artefacts to find out about five areas of Viking 
life: context and location, medicine, war and warfare, leadership and governance and 
childhood. They have then brought this knowledge together to form an understanding and 
account of that specific period of time.

Within English lessons, year 6 have been studying the 
play Macbeth, by William Shakespeare. The pupils have 
been debating some of the different themes to come 
out of the play and have been developing their 
newspaper reporting skills as they seek to write about 
the various events.
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Star of the Week

Nursery Nidal - for always demonstrating kindness to others.

Yumn – for showing excellent independence and self-help skills.

Reception Maria - for showing great leadership and listening skills during P.E.

Robbie - for settling so well into our new Reception class and for showing 
courage in trying new things.

Year 1 Khalice - for demonstrating perserverance in maths when comparing 
numbers, using greater than and less  than.

Joseph - for gaining confidence in answering questions in class.

Year 2 Ahmed - for showing great courage and determination with his 
swimming.

Ashry - for challenging herself in the pool and doing amazing 
swimming as a result.

Year 3 Abdullah - for demonstrating courage and striving to achieve his best in 
swimming.

Alma - for always displaying kindness towards others and helping the 
new children settle into Year 3.

Year 4 Laila - for demonstrating her phonic knowledge throughout her learning.

Hussain - for thinking  carefully during his history learning and 
demonstrating excellent investigation skills.

Year 5 Tara - for showing kindness, empathy and supporting her peers.

Muhammadmahdi - for showing personal responsibility by striving to 
produce the best work he can.

Year 6 Harris - for following instructions and finishing his work during the 
allocated time. 

Saliha - for carefully using the blending technique in art to produce 
excellent artwork.


