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Dear parents/carers,

So far this term, our children have had many opportunities to experience exciting activities and 
events in school. Each year group are enjoying their current science topic, having the 
opportunity to explore, investigate and apply their knowledge and  understanding across a 
range of investigations.

Recently, we held a Children in Need fundraising 
event. Our Pupil Voice Council invited everyone 
to wear something yellow for a small donation. 
The children also had the opportunity to buy 
cakes during break-time. Additionally, the 
children brought in copper coins to fill a giant 
Pudsey bear. It was lovely to see all the children 
take part to raise funds for this wonderful cause. 
We raised a grand total of £390. Thank you to 
everyone who helped support this fantastic 
event!

On Friday 12th November, Year 5 had the privilege to participate in a tag rugby afternoon 
hosted by Nottingham High School, playing against other Nottingham schools. Children really 
enjoyed learning and understanding the game and the skills that are 
required. Congratulations to Prince for being nominated for all the "Man of the Match" 
games that we played. What a fantastic afternoon!
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On Tuesday 23rd November Cllr Campbell-Clark visited our Year 5 class as part of the 
Imagination Library Big Read Challenge. Children enjoyed listening to Cllr Campbell-Clark read 
Winnie the Pooh and we really look forward to welcoming her back to school again very soon. 

Our Christmas celebration plans are well under way! We really are really looking forward to 
our annual Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 10th December 2021 and class Christmas parties 
being held on Thursday 16th December 2021. Also, our wonderful catering team are planning 
a Christmas dinner for the whole school, to be served on Wednesday 15th December 2021. 
Please do remember to order your child’s Christmas dinner via the School Gateway system 
before Friday 10th December 2021 at 10am.

Please do keep an eye out for more information regarding our annual Christmas productions. 
We are really looking forward to sharing our performances with you!

Please could parents be aware of safe parking around the school site whilst dropping off and 
collecting children. Please do not park in restricted areas outside of school or block the 
through road or our neighbours' driveways. In addition, whilst queuing at the school gates for 
drop off and collection, please do ensure that adequate space remains on the pavement for 
pedestrians to pass safely. 

Also, please help remind your children about road safety awareness – it is really important 
that pupils are extra vigilant of motorists and cyclists. Reflective clothing, cycle lights and 
helmets are essential to promote road safety.

Thank you for your continued support, 

Mrs Pemberton
Headteacher
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Attendance

Your support with ensuring all children have a good level of attendance is wonderful. Please 
do remember – excellent attendance leads to amazing achievements. This week we have 
achieved 96.2% attendance as a whole school. 0ur year 1 are overall attendance winners this 
week with 100%. 

Attendance – wc 22nd November 2021

Reception 97.5%

Year 1 100%

Year 2 91.4%

Year 3 93.5%

Year 4 99.1%

Year 5 97.4%

Year 6 94.2%
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Celebrating our Learning in Nursery! 
This half term in Nursery we are 
exploring the non-fiction book ‘A 
seed is sleepy ’. The children have 
loved learning all about and naming 
the different types of seeds.

Nursery

To continue to support our curiosity 
approach in the Early Years we have really 
enjoyed exploring the sand with our natural 
objects, shells and sea creatures. 

We are always ‘Busy Bees’ in 
Nursery
Each week in Nursery we will 
continue to observe the children 
and create specific next steps in 
learning for your individual child. 
We will then invite you in to join us 
in celebrating your child’s 
achievements.  Thank you to all of 
our Nursery parents for your 
continued support and engagement 
during your child’s ‘Busy Bee’ 
session. 

Resources and clothes from home
We are continuing to teach our children through 
the Curiosity Approach in Early Years and to 
support us with this we would be very grateful if 
you have any old steel pots and pans, crockery or 
china cups and saucers that you would be happy 
to donate. 

We are so very proud of how excited our 
Nursery children are to learn. Thank you 
again to all of our parents for being so 
prompt when bringing and collecting 
your child from Nursery. Please do not 
hesitate to contact us if you have any 
questions or concerns.

We are getting better at 
balancing. 

Busy building dens outside 
with our Reception friends. 

We are loving observing the 
changes that we notice in our 
wormery. 
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We have had a wonderful start to this term! 

Our topic of Autumn has been continuing and we have used the books ‘The very helpful 
Hedgehog’ and ‘Can’t you sleep little bear?’ to focus our learning on woodland animals, and 
the differences between night and day. 

We have been making the most of our amazing outside area, and have been busy building 
dark caves, reading books in our cosy hut, and mark making using a range of materials. 
We continue to use the Curiosity Approach, and have enjoyed accessing a range of authentic 
natural resources in our learning and play. We have pockets of curiosity across the classroom 
for the children to explore and discover! 

In our literacy learning this term we have been continuing to learn letter sounds, and we have 
been introduced to digraphs. The children have begun using their phonic knowledge to 
describe fireworks, write a fact about a hedgehog and to write about the night. 

In Maths we have been developing a deeper understanding of numbers to five. We are 
starting to compose number sentences and understand the terms ‘more than, ‘less than’ 
when comparing numerals. 

We have developed our creativity by using the designs of Antoni Gaudi to create some 
beautiful mosaic artwork. 

Reception
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Year 1
This half term, Year One’s topic is “Awesome Animals”. We have used our scientific skills to 

identify and classify different animals. We compared the different animal groups and found 

out about their different diets.  In addition, we have learnt to identify and label many of the 

external parts of the human body and name our senses. We recently went on a sensory walk 

to the local park, where we used our senses to explore the world around us. 

In our art lessons we have been finding out about the artist Piet Mondrian and looking at 

examples of his work. We have enjoyed applying the techniques we learnt last term, relating 

to colour, tone, texture and shape, to create out pieces of art inspired by Mondrian.

Our class book for this half term is the traditional 

tale; ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ and we have 

enjoyed retelling and innovating the story to 

write our own version. We recently performed 

our retelling of the story for the children in Year 

3, using actions and a story map. In maths we 

have been focusing on addition and subtraction, 

using a variety of resources such as number lines, 

part-whole models and tens frames to support us 

with our learning.
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Year 2
This half term, Year 2 have been learning about the natural world around us. We have linked 
this with the COP26 conference, looking specifically at air pollution. We learnt the role of trees 
in cleaning the air, and visited Lenton Park to find tree and plant seeds. We will plant these in 
the school grounds. We have learnt ways that we can reduce air pollution every day, such as 
walking rather than travelling in the car. We also visited Arkwright Community Gardens, where 
we learnt about animal and plant habitats, explored how humans can create appropriate 
environments for different plants and trees, and studied the important role of worms and 
insects in our world.

In art, we have created art pieces inspired by Njideka Crosby’s themes and created family 

portraits and sketched a ‘typical’ family home scene. They then used charcoal, oil pastels, and 

paint to create tone, texture shape and colour on their portraits which they then stuck onto a 

collage. The collage is a focus on animals due to animals and humans being our 

current science topic too. Some year two used charcoals and oil pastels to create their 

portraits onto coloured collages and others used black and white collages against coloured 

portraits to reflect the contrasts and different tones, depth and textures that colour and 

different mediums can create.



Edna G. Olds Academy:  26th November 2021

Year 3
Year 3 are making great progress this term. We have been enjoying our weekly PE lessons, 

developing our dance skills. We are continuing to make great progress in our weekly 

swimming lessons. In art, Year 3 are continuing to develop their techniques with colour, 

texture and tone. We have been taking inspiration from our class artist Georgia O’Keeffe to 

paint natural forms and landscapes. 

In maths, Year 3 have been building on their knowledge of place value to add and subtract 

3-digit numbers. We have been adding and subtracting numbers both mentally and using 

formal written methods. We are now learning how to multiply and divide using our 

knowledge of times tables. 

In English we have been reading the book ‘The Bear and the Piano’. We have been building 

on our previous knowledge of simple sentences to write compound and complex sentences. 

Feeling inspired by our class book, we are writing our own adventure stories! 

We worked as a group to 

match the key vocabulary to 

the correct bone. 

In science, we have been learning about Animals 

including humans. We understand that humans need 

to eat different food groups to stay healthy. Year 3 

have been grouping and classifying different foods. 

We have been learning lots of new vocabulary, 

including intolerance, nutrition and allergy. We have 

been learning about skeletons and muscles! We have 

learned that we have muscles and skeletons for 

support, protection and movement. 
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Year 4
Year 4 have been working hard this half term. We have been super scientists – exploring and 
investigating animals including humans, as well as applying our knowledge to other areas of 
the curriculum too!

We have been enjoying our Floor Gymnastics in PE, and have just begun to develop our 
routines. In art, we have been looking at Anna Dabrowska’s work using mixed-media, and have 
taken inspiration from her pieces to create our own work.

In maths, Year 4 have been focussing on measurement, including millimetres, centimetres, 

metres and kilometres. We have also applied our measuring skills to geometry, where we 

have been finding the perimeter of rectangles and rectilinear shapes.

In English, Year 4 have just finished their Narrative writing topic, using our class book ‘The 

Last Tree’ to help us re-tell and create an environmental story of our own. We have been 

applying our grammatical knowledge of fronted adverbials, subordinate clauses and 

pronouns in order to make our writing interesting and inspiring.

In science, Year 4 have been developing their 

understanding of the natural world. We have 

been looking at humans and the digestive organs 

that we have in our bodies, as well as how this 

differs from the animals around us. In addition to 

this, we have been investigating food chains and 

what makes an animal a predatory or prey; 

producer or consumer. In light on the COP-26, we 

have been discussing and debating the impact 

that humans are having on the world and the 

living things that inhabit it, and what we can do 

to make it better.
Areeb and Emma with their COP 26 promises.

Hana and Hamoudi’s art inspired by Anna 
Dabrowska
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Year 5
During this half term, year 5 have been focusing on developing the skills of a scientist through 
their study of ‘Animals including Humans’ and ‘All living things’. 

The pupils have been researching 

different animals and their features and 

characteristics. From this, they have been 

identifying, grouping and classifying them 

based on areas such as gestation periods. 

The pupils were very interested to see the 

vast difference in some of the pregnancy 

periods, learning that elephants have the 

longest of any living mammal at 22 

months and some insects have gestation 

periods as short as a few days!

Within English lessons, year 5 have been studying Michael 
Rosen’s SAD BOOK. The pupils have been debating some of the 
different themes to come out of the book, sympathising with 
the pain and frustration the author feels as he writes about the 
loss of his son. From this, the pupils have been writing diary 
entries from the perspective of Michael Rosen as they seek to 
write about the various events and emotions he feels.
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Year 6
Year 6 have been enjoying their new class novel 'Coming Home'. The 
book follows the journey of a robin from the woodland to its home in 
the town. It has been wonderful to see the children thinking very 
carefully about the types of sentence structure they have been using in 
order to add description to their writing. They have also included a 
wider variety of connecting adverbs to ensure cohesion. 

In maths, Year 6 have enjoyed our recent unit on fractions, decimals and percentages and 
are becoming increasingly confident at converting between all three. They have thought 
carefully when solving problems related to this area and it has been pleasing to see their 
progress. 

As part of our science topic, the children have been finding out about evolution and 
inheritance. They enjoyed thinking about the different physical traits that they have 
inherited from their parents and how this impacts the way they look. They have also 
enjoyed discovering how different animals have adapted to suit their habitats. 

As part of our art topic, the children have enjoyed finding out about Pablo Picasso and some 
of his most famous pieces. They were use this knowledge as inspiration for their own 
artworks over the coming weeks.



Edna G. Olds Academy:  26th November 2021

Star of the Week

Nursery Zeus - for demonstrating excellent enthusiasm during outdoor 
learning.
Emaan - for showing a good understanding of number.

Reception Zan - for showing great motivation and persistence in his Maths work. 
Eleana - for using super sentences and adding lots of language to her 
play.

Year 1 Imran - for improving focus and concentration, especially with his writing.
Zarah - for growing in confidence when asking and answering questions in 
class.

Year 2 Naade Ali - for showing curiosity about the world, and demonstrating 
an excellent attitude towards his learning.
Reem - for a huge improvement in her reading skills and showing 
great enthusiasm towards her learning.

Year 3 Hannah - for displaying creativity and enthusiasm during our art lessons. 
Mustafa - for consistently building on his prior knowledge in mathematics. 

Year 4 Isaac - for focus and perseverance during tasks he finds difficult. 
Emma - For demonstrating resilience and personal responsibility in 
her learning .

Year 5 Sahara - for showing great motivation during assessment week which has 
been reflected in her outcomes.
Muneb - for fully applying himself both in school and at home 
demonstrating personal responsibility.

Year 6 Daria - for her personal responsibility to achieve well in reading. Daria tries 
her best at all times.
Mohammed - for his perseverance during maths. Mohammed always 
relates back on his previous knowledge to help him solve problems.


