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Dear parents/carers,

Our children and staff team have enjoyed a wonderful end to our Spring term, joining in with a
host of celebrations. We do hope that you enjoyed the Spring Production (uploaded onto your
child’s Showbie account) and we wish to thank our parents so much for supporting our Easter
Egg Raffle with donations of eggs and buying tickets.

Unfortunately, due to the extreme changes in weather shortly before the scheduled start of
today’s Easter Bonnet Parade, we made the decision to postpone the event until Tuesday 19th

April 2022 at 2.30pm. Please remember to access the school for the Easter Bonnet Parade via
the KS2 playground gate (located on Willoughby Street). We really do look forward to
welcoming you to this event for the children to showcase their creative designs.



Edna G. Olds Academy: 1st April 2022

On Friday 18th March 2022 our year 5 and year 6 football teams attended the Nottingham High 
School U11’s football competition. The children played amazingly and Irum won play of the 
tournament. Well done team!

Finally, may we take this opportunity to wish you all a wonderful break and Happy Easter. We 
look forward to welcoming you back into school again on Tuesday 19th April 2022.

Thank you for your continued support, 

Mrs Pemberton
Headteacher
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Nursery
The nursery children have been learning about spring.

We have been planting seeds and learning about how to take care of them. Some of us talked 
about growing plants and beans at home!

Flowers have been in the unit daily and we have been developing our observational drawing 
skills using oil pastels, pastels and paints.

Lots of wonderful learning has been taking place outside especially during the warm weather 
that we have been experiencing. Water play and the mud kitchen are firm favourites!
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Reception
This term in Reception, we have been learning all about the adventures of Elmer the elephant. 
We have used the class book to help us learn about patterns and colour. We also looked at the 
differences between animals in Africa and Great Britain, and we compared the climates of 
both. We have sequenced the story and written a short summary to show how much we 
recalled. 

In maths, we have been busy making patterns with objects and looking for patterns in numbers 
using odds and evens. 

As always, we draw our inspiration from the seasons and weather around us. We have enjoyed 
spotting the signs of spring and being busy planting seeds and bulbs. We hope you enjoyed the 
flower your children brought home! We have utilised the lovely weather, by painting outside, 
sewing in the sunshine, creating potions in the mud kitchen and writing our own recipes. 
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Year 1

The children in Year One have been working on the topic ‘Our Wonderful World’ this half term. 

Our focus has been science and the children have been developing their scientific skills through 
finding out about seasonal changes and plants. The children have learnt to identify the different 
parts of plants, including trees and to recognise and identify a variety of wild and garden plants. 

We enjoyed a visit to Lenton Park recently, where we identified different types of evergreen and 
deciduous trees. The children have also enjoyed comparing and contrasting the different 
seasons and linking their understanding to their prior learning about animals and plants and 
how they are affected by the changing seasons. 

In English, we have enjoyed reading the story ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ and the children were 
keen to innovate and write their own versions of the story. 

In maths, we have been exploring comparing, measuring and solving problems involving  height 
and length, weight and mass and capacity and volume. 
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Year 2
This half term, Year 2 have been learning about plants and life cycles. We had a follow up visit 
to the Arkwright Meadows Community Gardens to compare what had changed since our last 
visit in November. We saw frogs and frogspawn, investigated the growing plants and made our 
own birds' nests. We have learnt about the life cycle of a frog and a butterfly, which linked to 
our class book "The Tadpole's Promise" by Jeanne Willis and Tony Ross. Growing broad beans 
in the classroom has been really exciting, and we have learnt what plants need to grow. We 
have learnt a lot about the importance of caring for nature and looking after our world.
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Year 3
Year 3 have been working hard this term. We have been enjoying our weekly football lessons, 
learning different techniques and developing our teamwork skills. 

In art, Year 3 have been learning the skill of figure drawing.  We have been using different 
techniques to draw self-portraits and use different mediums to add tone. 

In maths, we have been building on prior knowledge of multiplication and division to find a 
fraction of an object or amount.  We have been learning about tenths, unit and non-unit 
fractions and beginning to understand equivalent fractions. We have enjoyed learning the key 
vocabulary linked to this topic including, numerator, denominator and integers. It is important 
that all children are encouraged to practise their times tables at home, in preparation for Year 4. 

In English, we have been learning how to write a non-chronological report using our class book 
‘The Street Beneath My Feet’.  We have been using a wide range of grammatical features, 
including fronted adverbials, conjunctions and inverted commas, to construct compound and 
complex sentences. This term we have been applying non-finite clauses to the beginning of our 
sentences to make our writing more interesting and exciting.  

In science, Year 3 have been learning about flowering plants, rocks and fossils. We have learned 
how to classify and compare rocks based on their different properties. Year 3 have learned the 
different functions of a flowering plant, how water is transported around the plant and what 
conditions are necessary for flowering plants to grow. We have applied this knowledge to grow 
our own flowers in the classroom. 

In DT, Year 3 have been building on our prior knowledge of textiles. We have been using our 
skills to design and create a prototype. We have been improving our stitching skills from autumn 
and have been able to sew with increasing independence and confidence. 
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Year 4
This half term, Year 4 have been investigating states of matter 
and how they affect the world around us. We have been 
exploring how different elements effect the state of matter that 
something is in. The children have built on their understanding of 
solids, liquids and gases, and explored their own experiments in 
order to reach conclusions to their own questions

In English, we have been studying diary entries and monologues; deepening our 
understanding of emotive and expression language both written and verbal. The children 
have been exploring how character expression can be a powerful tool in their writing. We 
have also been working collaboratively, in order to expand our understanding of the key 
concepts and grammatical features of diary entries and monologues. You can have a look at 
our dramatic monologues on Showbie!

In maths this half term, we’ve been focusing on 
measurements of money and time. The children 
have been finessing their time-telling and 
monetary skills and well as applying these skills in 
a range if real-life examples and questions. We 
have been developing our understanding of word 
problems and the skills needed to accurately 
tackle them. 
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Year 5
During our Science topic on properties of materials, pupils 
have enjoyed leading their own investigations. They have 
investigated the rate of solubility of certain items of food 
and have tested materials for properties such as electrical 
conductivity and magnetism. They have done a great job to 
scientifically write up their results and present their data in 

a graph..

In English, children have been using their inference skills to analyse mysterious events in the 
book ‘Tuesday’. Children have been developing their descriptive writing skills by developing 
characters through action and dialogue. Pupils have also written a newspaper report on a 
crime scene inspired by the book.

During our DT: textiles lessons, children have reviewed different sewing stitches including new 

stitches such as cross stitch and back stitch. Children have applied their stitches effectively in 

order to design a practical apron.
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Year 6
Year 6 have been working incredibly hard this half term. It has been brilliant to see the work 
that they have produced and their excellent attitudes towards learning. 

Our science topic this half term has been ‘All Living Things’. As part of this topic the children 
have discovered how to classify living things into specific groups. The children also enjoyed 
coming up with their own ways of classifying plants and animals. As part of our investigative 
work, Year 6 planned and conducted their own investigations into the best conditions for 
mould growth. Each child generated their own investigation deciding on the variables that 
they would change and thought carefully about how to ensure this was a fair test. 

In English lessons, year 6 have been producing some 
excellent diary entries and newspaper reports based on 
the book ‘Farther’ by Grahame Baker-Smith. The children 
have engaged with this book and have enjoyed using their 
inference skills and making predictions about events in the 
story. This has resulted in some highly creative pieces of 
writing. 
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Attendance

Your support with ensuring all children have a good level of attendance is wonderful. Please 
do remember – excellent attendance leads to amazing achievements. This week we have 
achieved 96.4% attendance as a whole school. 0ur Y6 class is overall attendance winner this 
week with 98.3%. 

Attendance – wc 1st April 2022

Reception 93.3%

Year 1 97.4%

Year 2 97.8%

Year 3 96.7%

Year 4 95.4%

Year 5 96.3%

Year 6 98.3%


